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2022 

 

 

The Great Plague of London 1665 

 

 

 
 

1914 - 1918 2019 

 

The Great 

Bubonic Plague 

of 1665  

 

Invention of 

anaesthesia 

in the 1850’s 

 

 

Improving the 

cleanliness in 

hospitals 

in1860’s 

 

Creation of the 

NHS in 1948 

1854 - 1856 

  
 

Books that we will focus on: 
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Word Definition Image 

plague 

A deadly disease that 

harms a large amount of the 

population 
 

disease Illness or sickness 

 

population 

The group of people who 

live in an area, like a city or 

country.  

hospital 
A place where sick and hurt 

people go for care. 
 

century A hundred years. 

 

lantern 

A case for a light that can 

protect it and allow the light 

to shine through. 
  

hygiene 
Keeping clean to prevent 

disease 
 

 

nurse 

Someone who is trained to 

care for sick and injured 

people. 
 

cruelty Causing deliberate harm. 

 

dispensary 
A clinic that gives free or 

low-cost medical aid. 

 

About the world: 

• During the Great Plague of 1665, the bubonic plague caused the 

deaths of one quarter of the population of London. 

• People did not understand that the disease was being spread by rats, 

and was made much worse by dirty conditions. 

• At this time, life expectancy was 45 years. 

• Florence Nightingale was a British nurse, born in 1820, two centuries 

ago.). 

• She travelled to the Crimea, to tend to soldiers hurt in the Crimean War. 

• She is remembered for the way she changed the way hospitals are run. 

She came back to England, and showed how to improve hospitals, by 

keeping them clean. 

• Mary Seacole was a nurse born in Jamaica in 1805. She paid for her 

own passage to the Crimean order to help the injured in the Crimean 

War.  

• As a country we have a history of taking care of both animals and 

humans. In 1824, the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals was created in a coffee shop in England.  

• The NHS was established in 1948, a free health service for all people.  

• The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds was created to fight the 

fashion for bird’s feathers in women’s hats. 

• In 1917, the People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals, (PDSA) was created 

to help pet owners in need.  

 

Create! 
During this topic we will create: 

- A lantern resembling the one 

used by Florence Nightingale. 

- Bird feeders for our own gardens 

and the school nature garden 

Take Action! 
During this topic we will learn about the 

PDSA, RSPCA and RSPB and act! We will 

take part in a sponsored event to raise 

money for one of these charities. 
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Project 1 

 

Project 2 

 

Project 3 –Take Action 

Take care of animals!  

 

• We are thankful there are specific 

charities that are dedicated to the 

welfare of all animals, both Wild 

and Domestic; such as the RSPCA.  

• There are various PDSA centres in 

Nottinghamshire and we are 

fortunate to have one just down 

the road in Dunkirk. The PDSA rely 

heavily upon donations from the 

public, so Year 1 are going to act! 

We intend to take part in a 

sponsored sports event to raise 

money for the charity.  

 

 

Talk about the history of Florence Nightingale 

and the lamp she used and why. 

A Turkish Fanoos, 

meaning 

Chandelier in 

English. Most 

probably the 

type of lamp 

used by Florence 

Nightingale in 

1854. Now on 

display in a 

special museum 

in London.  

Using recycled 

materials, create 

a prototype 

Fanoos. Use skills 

and techniques to 

cut and assemble 

the lamp; 

attaching a 

handle to carry it.  

 

• We are very aware of the importance of 

taking care of our planet but we MUST 

also take care of the people and 

ANIMALS that live on the it.   

• In 2020 – 21 over half of the UK 

population owned a domestic pet. Pets 

are very important to people because 

they offer companionship, especially to 

those who live alone and suffer from 

loneliness.  

• Unfortunately, not everyone in the UK 

cares for their pet and animals are 

sometimes left alone, abandoned 

without food or shelter.   

We will take part in a 

sponsored event to 

raise money for an 

animal charity. 

We will aim to arrange 

either a visit to the PDSA 

or for someone from the 

charity to come and talk 

to us at school. 

Talk and learn about 

the charity the RSPB 

and the need to 

feed and protect 

birds and other local 

urban wildlife.  

Safely use sharp 

tools and wire to 

transform plastic 

drinking bottles or 

other containers 

into a bird feeder. 

Read simple 

instructions on 

how to build a 

bird feeder.         

Plan together how to 

tidy the Year 1 Nature 

Garden, tending 

growing plants and 

vegetables and 

creating little habitats 

for birds and 

minibeasts.   


